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SUB J : ALLEGED SAUDI DENIAL OF TRANSIT TO AMCITS 
REF: STATE 217639, SANAA 2128 

1. SANAA REFTEL WAS IN ERROR. SAUDI CUSTOMS OFFICIAL 
REFUSED TO ISSUE TRANSIT VISAS TO AMCITS AT DHAHRAN 
AIRPORT. BUT DID NOT, REPEAT NOT. REFUSE TO ACCEPT TRANSIT 
VISAS. 

2. DETAILS AS FOLLOWS: FULBRIGHT PROFESSOR ANROLD GREEN, 

WIFE, AND 3 CHILDREN ATTEMPTED TO ENTER SAUDI ARABIA 
ABOARD SAUDIA FLIGHT OCTOBER 27. FLIGHT, SCHEDULED TO 
ARRIVE JIDDA FROM ROME, WAS DIVERTED TO DHAHRAN. GREENS 
HAD BEEN ADVISED BY SAUDIA OFFICE IN ROME THAT SINCE 
THEY SCHEDULED TO PROCEED TO SANAA WITHIN 24 HOURS OF 
ARRIVAL IN JIDDA. TRANSIT VISAS COULD BE OBTAINED AT JIDDA 
AIRPORT. DHAHRAN CUSTOMS OFFICIAL REFUSED ISSUE TRANSIT 
VISAS, UNLESS DHAHRAN PORT OF EXIT AS WELL AS ENTRY. SAUDIA 
CUSTOMER REP. HEATEDLY ARGUED WITH CUSTOMS OFFICIAL THAT THIS 
WAS RIDICULOUS, SINCE GREEN NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LAST MINUTE 
DIVERSION OF PLANE. CUSTOMS OFFICIAL REFUSED TO RELENT 

AND EVEN DENIED GREENS ACCESS TO TRANSIT LOUNGE. 
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3. ON FOLLOWING DAY GREENS PROCEEDED TO BAHRAIN, WHERE 
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THEY OBTAINED TRANSIT VISAS WITHOUT DIFFICULTY. 

4. DR. GREEN IS FAIRLY FLUENT IN ARABIC. HE CERTAIN THAT 
SEVERAL NON-AMERICAN PASSENGERS ON SAME FLIGHT OBTAINED 
TRANSIT VISAS AT DHAHRAN AIRPORT. 

CRAWFORD 
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